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Aim 
Eskdale Academy’s Speech and Language Resource Base was established specifically to support 
children with speech, language and communication needs who may struggle in a mainstream 
environment. The children accessing the class will have:  

• Access to a full, rich and relevant curriculum 
• Opportunities to develop socially and academically 
• Specialist support through small group teaching and therapy 
• Opportunities to express themselves and build self confidence 

The approach is one that is flexible and responsive to the individual needs of each child – 
guided by speech therapists. The aim of the resource base is to support and increase:  

• Independent learning and confidence 
• Competence in using strategies to overcome specific learning needs 
• Access to an inclusive mainstream education 

Who are we? 
We are very pleased to be the only speech & language provision within the Local Authority. Our 
provision caters for Key Stage 1 children with speech and language difficulties. Pupils in our 
class benefit from continued, intensive therapy throughout the school week, supported by 
speech therapists.  Specialist staff in our provision work together to ensure that the curriculum 
meets the needs of all of our children.  Parents who would like their child to be considered for a 
place in our provision should speak to their child's current school in the first instance and they 
should be known to Speech & Language Therapy Team. The children benefit both from working 
individually and in small groups with either a specialist teacher, Learning Support Assistant or 
Speech and Language Therapist. 

                               

Miss Thomas – Class Teacher 

Mrs Cram – Learning Support Assistant 

 

 



Our Setting 

Provision 

Eskdale Academy’s Speech and Language Resource Provision is structured to teach children 
with speech, language and communication needs within a mainstream setting with intensive 
and enhanced support. 

The class has provision for 10 children. This enables us to provide a bespoke, personalised 
learning path for all pupils. The pupils attend Eskdale Academy for seven half day sessions per 
week. The children stay for lunch each day and return to their home-schools after lunch on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. This enables the pupils to maintain home school links and 
maintain friendships. They spend full days at Eskdale on Monday and Wednesday. 

 

Children have lots of opportunities to work in our classroom areas, which are all set up to 
promote communication and language skills, turn taking and conversation. Children are also 
fully included in our school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shared Area outside our classroom 

Our classroom 
Outside space 



Parent & Home-school Reviews 

We believe in promoting excellent communication with parents as we feel a shared partnership 
between parents, school and key professionals allows children to benefit fully from their time 
at Eskdale.  

Liaison between home schools and Eskdale Academy is vital, as the home-school remains 
responsible for referring to other services and further assessment if required. Meetings 
between the two settings are at least termly and communication is continuous. Transition 
arrangements are in place for pupils returning to the home school or those new to the 
provision, and these are tailored to individual needs.   

Reports are written each term, which are then shared at the review meetings with parents, 
home-school teacher /SENCO, SALT therapist and home-school EP if applicable.  

We welcome home-school teachers and support assistants into class to see our practice first 
hand as we deliver our bespoke lessons and to see the resources we use. This then enables 
them to support the child effectively when attending their home school. 

Our pupils also receive a new Pupil Passport each term. These have targets that are very 
specific to individual needs. As well as having SALT targets, they also have a reading, writing 
and maths targets. 

Panel Reviews 

A summary of the parent reviews, pupil progress and any other actions resulting from the 
parent review is shared with the panel each term as well as a new Pupil Passport. 
 
We also share and discuss any other applications that we have received, as all placements are 
subject to the pupils’ level of need. We also discuss the pupils who are ready to return to their 
mainstream school, and the level of support, if any, they will need on their return. 

The panel is comprised of representatives from the Local Authority SEND team , Speech and 
Language Therapy, Education Psychology ,Eskdale Academy, and Eden Academy Trust Central 
team. A decision on eligibility is made and every placement is reviewed on a term-by term 
basis. 

As we are a KS1 Base only, the maximum amount of time children can stay with us is 2 years. 

Curriculum 
 

At Eskdale we follow a bespoke curriculum, specifically tailored for our pupils. The curriculum 
encompasses The National Curriculum, Early Years Guidance and Speech and Language 
progression documents, which ensure that sequential learning takes place.  

Speech, Language and Communication is our prime area of development and is embedded in 
all that we teach. It is broken down into 7 areas and 3 levels of progression. Literacy and 
Numeracy sits just below. 
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Support Strategies 

Within our Language provision, we work closely with Hartlepool Speech therapy team to 
develop support strategies to deliver as a group and also 1:1. Some of these include: 

• Cued articulation 
 
Cued Articulation is a series of hand gestures to support a child who is having difficulty 
with their speech sounds. A child who has speech sound difficulties can often get 
confused as to when to use their new sound; even if they are able to imitate that sound 
in isolation. 

 

 
• Colourful Semantics 

This approach uses colours to identify different parts of a sentence. It supports children 
to understand a range of question words and to build grammatically correct sentences. 
 



                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Visual learning  

We use lots of visual learning in our setting. We discuss our daily timetable during carpet time. 
The children are then prepared for any change in routine. They are also able to access the 
timetable throughout the day. 
 

 
 

 

Transition in to Eskdale 
 

At Eskdale Academy, we welcome parents, pupils and school SENCOs/staff into our provision, 
prior to the pupil attending. We discuss: 

• The school day – what it looks like 
• Transport to and from our school 
• Enhanced transition opportunities 
• Strategies and resources we use within the class 
• Our expectations – attendance, uniform, parental involvement, homework, etc. 
• Eskdale school calendar / Home-school Calendar 
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Transition Back to Home-school 
 

We offer a high level of support to all children leaving our provision. This may include: 

• A personalised resource pack with appropriate tools which aim to promote some level 
of independence 

• Outreach delivered by the Speech Therapist  
• Possible visits from our Speech and Language Teacher to support with the home-school 

environment if required 
• Work alongside EP if required 
• Home-school staff to observe provision within Speech & Language class 
• Support offered over the phone or via email 

Parental Contribution 

We value the views of our parents / carers and always promote an open-door policy; you are 
always welcome 

 

 “Thank you for inviting me into school I really enjoyed it. The work you do 
with the children is marvellous.”  

 

“I really enjoyed your open day. I thought it was a good idea and it showed 
me just how much my son has already achieved. I know he will achieve even 

more with the help of the fantastic staff”  
 

“A wonderful report for XXXXX! He loves going to school and this is reflected 
in his learning. We’re really pleased with the huge amount of progress XXXXX 

has made this academic year. I look forward to year2’s progress.”  
 

“I’m over the moon with the progress she has made. She is now talking a lot 
more at home.”  

 

“Communication and information sharing has been great. Getting advice 
from specialists”   
 

“Thank you so much for letting me come in and watch what you do. This has 
been very helpful” Home-school Class teacher 

 

 

 

 



 

If you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact Eskdale Academy. Here 
are some helpful links –  

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/talking-point/for-professionals/the-communication-
trust/universally-speaking/ 

  

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/talk-to-a-professional/ 

  

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/talking-point/for-professionals/the-communication-
trust/more-resources/making-effective-referrals/ 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zk2p3qt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/talking-point/for-professionals/the-communication-trust/universally-speaking/
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Referral Pathway 

            
            
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Referral discussed at SLCN 
support panel 

Provision recommendation 
made by panel 

Inreach support (SLCN) 
Additionally Resourced 

Provision (ARP) @ Eskdale 
Academy 

Outreach 
support 

Further discussion with 
school around current 

provision 

Parents give 
consent for referral 

Parents do not wish 
to proceed with 

application 

Current provision remains in 
place.  New targets set and 

reviewed after six weeks 

SLT makes referral, using 
SLCN1, including 

supplementary information 

SLTs identify potential 
referrals and discuss with 

specialist SLT 

SLTs discuss child with 
SENDCo in school 

Meeting organised with 
parents, school and SLT to 

discuss referral to SLCN 
support panel 

No further 
concerns 

Back to school 
therapist  

School SENDCo contact SLT 
for advice. 

Parents, SLT and school 
received a letter outlining 
the decision made within 

one week of the panel 
meeting 
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Address 

Eskdale Academy 
Eskdale Road 

Hartlepool 
TS25 4BT 

 
E-mail: 

 
Executive Head teacher 

Mr Phil Pritchard 

ppritchard@edenacademytrust.co.uk 

Head of school 

Mr Anthony Emms 

SENDCo  

Mrs Emma Allison 

Trust Inclusion Lead / Trust SENCO 

Mrs Sue Henry 

shenry@edenacademytrust.co.uk 

Class teacher 

Mrs Steph Thomas 

sthomas@edenacademytrust.co.uk 

Please see school website for annual calendar: 
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